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This document responds to questions raised during the recent parent
webinar and provides clarity on NAFS, SAT, AP, Qudrat, Tahsili, university
pathways, and school support.
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1. What is NAFS and what is its purpose ?

NAFS is a national benchmark assessment designed to measure student achievement in key subjects. It serves two
purposes:

 To help schools evaluate instructional effectiveness

* To provide system-level data, not individual university admission outcomes

NAFS does not directly affect university admission decisions at this time.

2. Which grades sit the NAFS exam ?
NAFS is administered in:

* Grade 3 (No Science)

e Grade 6

e Grade 9

No other grades are required to sit NAFS.

3. Is NAFS compulsory for students ?
Yes. NAFS is a national requirement, not an optional assessment.
Previous inconsistencies were related to early implementation phases and are now resolved.

4. Does NAFS affect college or university entry ?
Not at the moment.
NAFS results do not appear on transcripts, are not submitted to universities, and do not influence admissions.

5. When will NAFS take place ?
NAFS is scheduled nationally. Exact dates are shared once confirmed by the authorities. Families will be notified
officially in advance.

6. What pathways does Alforsan offer in high school?
Alforsan will offer two structured pathways :

* Local Pathway — Qudrat (GAT) & Tahsili focus (Saudi universities)

« International Pathway — SAT & AP focus (international universities)

7. When do students choose their pathway?
Pathway guidance begins in Grade 9, with formal alignment in Grade 10.

8. Can a student follow both pathways?

Yes, up to a point.

Students may prepare for both tracks simultaneously, especially in Grades 9-10.
However, by Grade 11, a primary pathway is strongly recommended to avoid overload.

9. If a student chooses the international pathway, can they still apply to Saudi universities?
Yes . Students on the international pathway may still apply to Saudi universities, provided they meet Saudi admission
requirements (Qudrat/Tahsili where applicable).

10. What is the SAT and why is it important?

The SAT is a standardised university entrance exam widely used for:
» U.S. universities

» Canada

e Many European and international institutions

It assesses reading, writing, and mathematics readiness.

11. From which grade should students start SAT preparation?
* Preparation: Grade 9-10

* First attempt: Grade 10 or early Grade 11

* Final attempts: Grade 11-12

12. What is the validity period of SAT scores?
SAT scores are valid for 5 years.

13. Is SAT only for international universities?
Primarily, yes.
However, some private Saudi universities accept SAT in place of Qudrat/SAAT. This varies by institution.

14.1s SAT accepted in Saudi Arabia instead of GAT/SAAT?
e Public universities: No

» Some private universities: Yes (case by case)

Families must always check individual university policies.

15. Where and how do students take the SAT?
Students register independently through College Board and sit the exam at approved test centres in Saudi Arabia.

16. Does the school register students for SAT?
No . Registration is completed by families, but the school provides guidance, preparation, and timelines.

17. What is the cost of the SAT exam?
Approximately USD 60-90, depending on location and additional services.

18. What are AP courses and exams?
AP courses are college-level subjects taken during high school.
AP exams are subject-specific and scored from 1 to 5.

19. What is the highest AP score?
The highest score is 5.
Scores of 4 or 5 are considered competitive.

20. What is the difference between SAT and AP?
« SAT: General readiness exam

» AP: Subject mastery at college level

They serve different purposes and are often used together.

21. Are AP exams recognised internationally?
Yes. AP is recognised in:

« USA

» Canada

* UK (selected universities)

» EU (Germany, Netherlands, etc.)

» Middle Eastern universities

22. Are AP exams accepted by Saudi universities?
APs are not substitutes for Qudrat/Tahsili in public Saudi universities.
They may support equivalency or private university applications.

23. Can AP exams exempt first-year university courses?
Yes, in many international universities.

This depends on:

 Subject

* Score achieved

« University policy

24. When should students start AP courses?
Typically:

* First AP: Grade 10 or 11

» Multiple APs: Spread across Grades 10-12

25. Are Qudrat and Tahsili compulsory for Saudi universities?
Yes, for public Saudi universities.

26. Are Qudrat and Tahsili required for non-science majors?
Qudrat is generally required.

Tahsili requirements depend on:

e University

e Major

e Admission stream

27. Should students save exam attempts for Grade 12?
Yes. Students are advised to reserve final attempts for Grades 11-12 when readiness is highest.

28. Can students prepare for SAT and Tahsili at the same time?
Yes, with structured planning and guided support. However we do not advise this.

29. Will Qudrat and Tahsili be taken at school?
No. These exams are taken externally at approved centres.

30. What support will Alforsan provide?
Alforsan provides:

» SAT preparation courses

» Qudrat & Tahsili support

» AP guidance and coordination

* Mock exams and diagnostic assessments

e University counselling sessions

31. Which grades receive support?
» Grades 7-8: Awareness & foundation

» Grade 9: Early preparation

» Grades 10-12: Intensive exam support

32. Will AP courses be offered on all campuses?
AP implementation is phased.
Where courses are not yet offered, the school supports independent AP candidates.

33. Can students join more than one support course?
Yes, subject to workload balance and attendance expectations.

34. Are mock exams provided?

Yes. Mock exams and practice assessments will be offered, especially for:
* SAT

* Qudrat

* Tahsili

35. What is Tawjihi equivalency for SAT/AP students?

Students following SAT/AP pathways must apply for equivalency certification, which determines:
« Eligibility

« Tuition classification

36. What tuition category applies after equivalency?

This depends on: _

» Student nationality 355

* University ;
* Ministry classification s (I R e s
Categories may include: S - N A
« Parallel (csjlgo) ; b T e S8
« International (Jg) e, & e P &N\

37. Does equivalency differ by country (e.g. Jordan)?
Yes.
Each country and university applies equivalency rules differently.




